How to use a dichotomous key
Dichotomous Keys- a chart that uses a series of choice to help you identify organisms
At each step in a dichotomous key you will have 2 choices!  (di- means two)
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For the Pamishan dichotomous key that I want you to complete #1-10 on you will look at creature #1 and then go to choice one.  Whichever statement applies to creature 1 will lead you to the next number or identify the name of that creature.  For example: since creature 1 has a small narrow head you would go to #11.  Read the choice in #11 and continue until you identify the creature #1.  Then look at creature #2 and start back at option 1 again!  For each creature you start at option #1.
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Key to Virginia Wildflowers
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Petals equal length  Lower petals longer
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Flowers wide,  Flowers tubular,
upright dangiing
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Virginia bluebell
(Mertensia virginica)

Viper's bugloss
(Echium vuigare)

Lower lobe Lower lobe
one piece divided into
three pleces

|
Gray beardtongue
(Penstemon canescens)

Lyre-leaved sage
(Saivia yrata)





