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HIGH SCHOOL





Department: Science         






         Fall Semester 2017
COURSE TITLE:  Biology & Art/ Honors Biology & Art


INSTRUCTOR: Mrs. Thomas
EMAIL: Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.org




PHONE: 770-819-2521 ext. 308
CLASSROOM BLOG: http://www.msthomasbio.weebly.com 

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All

KEY ACTIONS: 

· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
· Apply scientific knowledge and processes to make informed decisions and solve problems.
· Communicate scientific information effectively.
· Design and conduct scientific investigations to test hypotheses.
· Use the elements of art and principles of design to reinforce problem solving skills.

· Understand and apply the elements of art and principles of design in a variety of ways.
KEY STANDARDS: 
This year you will learn standards associated with the following units of study:

· Characteristics of Living Things

· Scientific Method
· Cells
· Biochemistry

· DNA & RNA

· Cell division

· Populations & Evolution
· Genetics

· Classification

· Photosynthesis, Respiration & Plants

· Ecology

· Human Body Systems

· Elements of Arts

· Principles of Art

Unit             
 Focus                                                  

 Chapter(s)

  0
             Introduction to Biological Sciences

  1
1 Ecology                                                    

  2-5
Cell Respiration and Photosynthesis

  8        
2 Diversity of Life & Evolutionary Classification
  17
3 Natural Selection & Biological Evolution          
  14-15

4 DNA/RNA
                                            
  12-13
5 Mendelian Genetics and Heredity


  10-11
6 Cell Structure and Biochemistry


  6-7

Mitosis & Meiosis



  9-10

                            
The expectation is that you are reading each chapter and assessing yourself with the section assessment questions and chapter reviews.

TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: Our main textbook for the course is:

Central Texts: Biology by Glencoe McGraw-Hill
Textbook replacement cost if lost: $71.70

MATERIALS NEEDED: 

Required:

1. A 3-Subject-College Ruled Notebook at least 11’’x9’’
We will be creating Interactive Notebooks to use throughout the semester.                 

2. Pencil and/or pen 


3. 2 Glue Sticks
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
1.) Be respectful to all PHS students, staff, faculty & guests.               

2.) Follow directions and lab safety rules.


3.) Come to class on time, prepared, and ready to learn.

4.) No electronic devices are allowed at any time.

*Including but not limited to: iPods, mp3 players, PS2s, and cell phones

5.) Neither food nor drink (except water or capped bottles) is allowed in class. 
6.) If you need to PRINT an item to be submitted it must be done before or after school NOT at the start of class when the assignment is due.

7.) No work is to be submitted via EMAIL unless prior arrangements have been made.
GRADING POLICY CONTINUED: 
HOM/NOS
      
   Included In Every Unit
Ecology                     
   22%

Classification            
   7%

Evolution                     
   12%

Genetics                      
   18%

Cells                           
   16%

EOC Assessment              
   20%

Final                                      5%

Total                        
   100%
*HOM= Habits of Mind/ NOS= Nature of Science
GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521).
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
Homework/Class Work Requirements:

A.)     Tests and Quizzes:

There will be a test at the end of every unit. The average is a test every 5-10 class days.  Some units, due to the amount of information involved, may be divided into 2-3 mini-units each with their own test.  All tests are out of 100 points. THE END OF COURSE TEST CANNOT BE EXEMPTED. 

     We will have daily/weekly quizzes (both announced and unannounced) throughout the semester covering information learned the previous day (or the whole week).  There may be 1-2 questions on each quiz that are review questions from past units, designed to have the student continuously review throughout the semester.  

Students will need to bring a #2 pencil on test days.

       B.)

Labs:

Laboratory experiments will be performed during class. The lab grade consists of participation and lab reports/write-ups. The lab report format/guidelines will be discussed in class. 
C.)

Projects:

 At least one major project will be assigned per unit.  A project could range from building a cell model to researching a topic and presenting it via PowerPoint.

D.)

End of Course Assessment & Final Exam:           

        
  These exams will cover material from the entire semester. 

    The state End of Course Assessment for Biology will be given December 6th & 7th for the Fall semester and May 7th & 8th for Spring semester. It is MANDATORY to take the EOC in order to receive a grade for Biology and it cannot be exempted.  

FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
LATE WORK POLICY: Late work will be accepted when it is submitted within a time window defined by the teacher.  Late work will NOT be accepted once the work has been graded, recorded, and returned to other students in the class or 4 school days after the original deadline.  Late work will receive at least 70% of the original credit. 
· Students are expected to take tests, make classroom presentations, and/or demonstrate mastery and competence through performances when they are scheduled.  The Late Work Policy does not grant students an implied extension simply because they feel unprepared.
· The best educational practice is for students to complete work to the best of their ability and to submit this work on the due date.  Additional interventions and consequences may be appropriate for students who are habitually late with assignments.

· Extensions for due dates should be requested in advance.  Asking for an extension on or after the due date is not acceptable practice.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: If a student receives and excused absence he or she will be able to make up the work in class that was done for the day.  Each class has a colored crate on the back wall.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain their work from the crate, complete it, and return it in a timely manner.  The student has up to the amount of excused absences plus one day to complete any missing work.  After that point the work will be considered late and will be graded as such.
TARDY POLICY:  
To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive detention, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  
EXTRA HELP: 

Morning Session: Mornings By Appointment Only (7:40 am-8:10am) 

 (Please see me to schedule an appointment for extra help.)



 

Afternoon Session: Thursdays: 3:30-5:00pm (You must provide your own transportation!)

Please make sure you sign-up if you are planning on coming to tutoring during any of these time.
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 

GRADE RECOVERY: Students who score 69 or below on any unit assessment are allowed to retake the assessment.  The grade will not exceed a 70 for the unit assessment.  The retake must be completed with-in one week. Please view the teacher’s blog for notification when the assessment will be administered.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
GREAT WAYS TO SUPPLEMENT YOUR LEARNING:

If you are struggling in ANY area of Biology (or in other classes) please use the following websites to help you.  Just follow the instructions provided.  If you have questions, please email me at Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.or or ask me in class!

1.  www.usatestprep.com    

This site can help you with vocabulary and concepts.  This is a fantastic place 

to take practice End-of-Course tests.  It includes all subject areas that will be 

covered as well as any class that includes an EOC.  It’s never too early to start practicing!

       School ID:  Pebblebrook
            YOU MUST CREATE AN ACCOUNT!!

       Student Activation Code: stu1223

2.  Other sites that I like that you may find useful:  

         Khan Academy, Crash Course (YouTube)
         http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/plants_animals/biology/   (great biology articles)

         http://www.cellsalive.com/       (look at cells)

         http://www.kidsbiology.com/  (pretty simplified, but good if you need basics)

         http://quizlet.com/  (Study tool for tests/quizzes)

Dear Parent or Guardian, 


My name is Mrs. Starlett Thomas and I will be your student’s Biology teacher.  I graduated from Tennessee State University in 1992 with a degree in Biology.  I also hold a Master’s Degree in Public Health and Business from the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  I am looking forward to this semester and working with you and your student.  By our working together, we can ensure great student achievement.  Please read the attached syllabus, as it outlines my expectations for the class.

For Honors Biology Students: The curriculum and instructional strategies for this course are differentiated in content, pacing, process skills emphasis, and expectation of student outcomes from the typical 9th grade Biology course.  Curriculum content has been designed for mastery and extension of state and district performance standards.  This course is appropriate for students who have high achievement and interest in Biology.   

If you have any questions or concerns about the class, please contact me in writing via your child or email (Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.org), or by leaving a message for me at school (770-819-2521 ext.308) and I will contact you as soon as I can.  If you believe a conference is necessary, please contact the guidance office (770-819-2524) to schedule an appointment.









Sincerely,









 Starlett Thomas








 Science Department                                                           









 Pebblebrook High School
