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Pebblebrook High School 2.0: Project-based; Problem Solved
Department: Science          





Fall Semester 2014
COURSE TITLE: Biology





INSTRUCTORS: Ms. Thomas










                 Mr. Swan
EMAIL: Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.org, Charles.swann@cobbk12.org

CLASSROOM BLOG: http://www.msthomasbio.weebly.com


            http://cdswann.weebly.com
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All
KEY ACTIONS: 
· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
By the end of this course you will be able to:

· Apply scientific knowledge and processes to make informed decisions and solve problems;

· Communicate scientific information effectively; and

· Design and conduct scientific investigations to test hypotheses.

KEY STANDARDS: 

    This year you will learn standards associated with the following units of study:

· Characteristics of living things

· The Cell

· Biochemistry

· DNA & RNA

· Cell division

· Genetics

· Populations & Evolution

· Classification

· Photosynthesis, Respiration & Plants

· Ecology

· Human Body Systems

GRADING POLICY: 
A.) Tests and Quizzes: There will be a test at the end of every unit. The average is a test every 5-10 class days.  All tests are out of 100 points. Your lowest test grade will be exempted, except a grade of “0” for cheating.  THE END OF COURSE ASSESSMENT AND COMMON ASSESSMENT CANNOT BE EXEMPTED. The EOC Assessment is MANDATORY to receive a grade for the course. 
We will have daily/weekly quizzes (both announced and unannounced) throughout the semester covering information learned the previous day (or the whole week).  There may be 1-2 questions on each quiz that are review questions from past units, designed to have the student continuously review throughout the semester.  

B.) Labs: Laboratory experiments will be performed during class. The lab grade consists of participation and lab reports/write-ups. The lab report format/guidelines will be discussed in class. 
C.) Projects: Students will be assigned various projects throughout the year.  Most of these projects will be done during class, however some will require work outside of class.  Types of projects may include research, reading, models, and experiments.  Students will be provided with a rubric for each project when the assignment is given.
D.) Common Assessments: Common Assessments will be given every 6 weeks. The final common assessment will cover material from the entire semester. The state End of Course Assessment for Biology will be given December 8th and 9th in the winter and May 4th and 5th in the spring.  The Biology final common assessment will be administered during finals week.

E.) Activity logs: For each unit studied, students will be assigned activities to complete, such as labs, worksheets, quizzes and warm ups. Completion of these activities will then be recorded on an activity log. The day after the test, the activity log will be collected and assigned a grade.
GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
Course Breakdown #1:

Students entering HS for the 1st time from 2011-2012 and after:

Cells



15%

Genetics



15%

Evolution


15%

Ecology



15%

Classification


15%

EOCT



20%

Common Assessments

5%

Final exam





Total



100%

Course Breakdown #2:

Students entering HS in years 2008-2010:

Cells



15%

Genetics



15%

Evolution


15%

Ecology



15%

Classification


15%

EOCT



15%

Common Assessments

5%

Final exam


5%


Total



100%

SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  
It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521) or Mr. John Chandler at ext. 099 in order to obtain their synergy password and access information.
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
TEXTBOOK: Georgia Glencoe Biology  
Cost: $71.70

Pebblebrook tracks all textbooks using a barcode system, therefore, a student must pay the full replacement cost for the book if the barcode is removed or defaced.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Bathroom Passes: Students have 6 minutes between classes to use the restroom.  Students are encouraged and expected to use   the restroom during this time. Students will be given 5 restroom passes to use at their discretion during the semester. The only time passes will not be allowed is while tests are out. Once the 5 passes are used, the student will not be given another. Remember, the information you miss while in the restroom could result in your answering questions incorrectly on the tests.  In order to attain maximum student achievement, time out of class must be kept to a minimum.
MATERIALS NEEDED: 3 subject 9 x 11 notebook, pocket folder, 5 glue sticks, and scissors, black or blue pens, pencils, colored pencils
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
· Respect!  Students are expected to respect their fellow students, the equipment and materials in the room, and me. One person speaks while others listen and hands are raised for recognition.

· Be on time! When the bell rings, students need to be in their seats and working on the warm-up assignment.

· Be organized and prepared!  Students are not going to be allowed to return to their locker during the class period so make sure he/she has everything with him/her. For every class period he/she will need a pen and pencil, three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper, colored pencils and his/her book as needed.

· No food, drinks or gum are allowed in the room.  This is a scientific laboratory where dissections occur, organisms are examined, and chemicals are mixed.  
FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: Upon returning from an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to check on missed work and complete the tasks that the class accomplished in your absence. If a student is absent the day an activity is due, it should be turned in the day he/she returns to class. If a student is absent the day of a test, the student will make up the test during class on the day he/she returns, or on the following Thursday after school. 

 I understand that sometimes we have to miss class for various reasons.  My guidelines for make-up work are as follows: 
· Make-up work for unexcused absences receives no credit.

· Make-up work for excused absences WILL be allowed.

· There is a time limit: the make-up time = # days missed + 1.  For example, if the student missed 2 days, he/she has 3 days to make up the work (including any/all tests, labs and/or quizzes). For long-term absences (more than 5 consecutive days), the PHS administration will determine the time to be given for make-up work.
· IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO DETERMINE WHAT ASSIGNMENTS HAVE BEEN MISSED. 
· Make-up work must be handed directly to the teacher.

LATE WORK POLICY: Late work will be accepted according to PHS policy.
TARDY POLICY:  
To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive Saturday School, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  
EXTRA HELP: 


Academic assistance after school, between the hours of 3:30-5:00PM on Tuesdays will be provided to any student needing additional help. Appointments before school must be made by the student to get additional help.
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 
As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:
· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
My blog: The blog will be updated weekly and will offer many resources such as monthly calendars, course notes, activities, labs and review sheets.
FINAL THOUGHTS: If you have any questions or concerns about the class, please contact me in writing via your child or email, or by leaving a message for me at school (770-819-2521 ext.1305) and I will contact you as soon as I can.  If you believe a conference is necessary, please contact the guidance office (770-819-2524) to schedule an appointment.
SAFETY CONTRACT:

A science laboratory can be a safe place to work if you, the student, plan ahead and are alert and cautious. The following practices will be followed. 
1.   Read lab procedures before starting the lab. 
2    Do not start the lab without your teacher's permission. 
3.   Only teacher is allowed in the storeroom or preparation area. 
4.   Know the locations of the fire extinguishers, eye wash and shower stations
5.   Wear goggles and gloves when instructed to do so by your teacher.
6.   Do not carry hot equipment or dangerous chemicals.
7.   Pull back long hair while in the laboratory. Long sleeves should also be rolled up. 
8.   Handle all organisms with caution and be careful not to harm them in any way. 
9.   Handle chemical bottles with extreme care. 
10. Be careful when using any sharp instruments such as razor blades or scalpels. 
11. Keep hands away from the face and wash them immediately after the lab activity is completed. 
12. Notify your teacher when you suspect a dangerous lab situation (such as injury, broken glassware, or spilled chemicals.) 
13. Clean up your work area at the end of each laboratory activity. 
14. Return all materials to the location indicted by your teacher. 
15. Dispose of chemicals as instructed by your teacher. 
16. Dispose of all garbage properly.  
17. Appropriate behavior is expected in the lab!
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Dear Parent/ Guardian, 

Welcome to Pebblebrook High School! My name is Starlett Thomas and I will be your student’s biology teacher.  I graduated from the Tennessee State University with a Bachelor’s degree in Biology.  Also, I have a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  I am looking forward to this year and working with you and your student.  This year will be an exciting experience for your child as well as for me! By working together, we can ensure great student achievement.  Please read the attached syllabus and safety contract, as it outlines my expectations for the class.

If you have any questions or concerns about the class, please contact me in writing via your child or email (Starlett.Thomas@cobbk12.org), or by leaving a message for me at school (770-819-2521 ext.1305) and I will contact you as soon as I can.  If you believe a conference is necessary, please contact the guidance office (770-819-2524) to schedule an appointment.

I have read and reviewed the Biology I Course Syllabus and Safety Contract, and understand the expectations outlined.

____________________________


_________________________________

Student signature




Parent/Guardian signature
_________________________                      _____________________________

PRINT Student name



PRINT Parent/Guardian name
____________________________


_________________________________

Home Telephone #




Parent/Guardian Cell Phone #

_______________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email Address (PLEASE PRINT)

Best way to contact you during the school day:  ________________________________________

